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Elijah’s faith was on a rollercoaster ride.  He had been close to God, he had served God, and he triumphed over the prophets of Baal.  You would think that Elijah would be praising God from the mountain tops or tooting his own horn for his accomplishments.  Instead, we find Elijah fearing for his life.  He experiences a spiritual meltdown.  His faith is spent.  He is worn out from the battle.  He has exhausted his spiritual energy.  

So when Queen Jezebel threatens his life, he retreats.  He runs away and hides.  He doesn’t stop running until he is out of the country.  He goes south of the border.  He escapes the long arm of the ranting rage of the queen.  He hides in a cave where he wants to lie down and die.  He would like his life to be over.
While Elijah can hide from Jezebel, he can not hide from God.  One might think that God would be angry with his scaredy-cat prophet.  But God does not get mad.  The Lord does not punish the prophet with the faltering faith.  The Lord simply asks, “What are you doing here?” The Lord cares for the needs of the prophet, nursing the spiritual wounded-ness.  The Lord even spares Elijah a lecture of did you not see my power displayed at Mt. Carmel. God provides for food, water, and a refreshing sleep. The Lord nurtures and restores Elijah’s soul.  God meets Elijah now with power and might but in the stillness of sheer silence.
“Again, the Lord asks what are you doing here?” says the Lord.  Elijah explains wayward path and offers excuses and a little bit of a pity party, “I alone am left.” Elijah feels alone and worthless.  God responds by sending Elijah back out in the spiritual battle for the hearts of the people of Israel.  God is not done with Elijah.  God sends Elijah to anoint new kings of God’s people.  He will anoint a new prophet so that he may pass on the mantel of leadership to the next generation.  Elisha will take over the ministry of Elijah and the new kings will take back God’s people and lead them to divine worship.
The Lord meets us when we are tired and disheartened.  When our faith falters and fails to give us strength to attempt to minister in new ways.  Jesus walks beside us in the stillness of the day to abide with us.  God eases our fears and feeds our soul to reenergize our weary lives.  The Lord redirects our path to restore us on a faithful path.  If God did not encourage us when we are discouraged, then not one Christian could survive.  The Lord perseveres with love to gently guide us back to our Christian calling.

Living as a Christian in a secular world takes energy, imagination, intelligence, and love.  We can find ourselves drained and wondering where God is in the trials and tribulations.  There are skeptics who challenge our faith; Negative attitudes that zap our energy; Overwhelming events that threaten our imagination; stinking thinking that clouds our intelligence; and difficult situations that make it hard to express God’s love.

I’ve been there.  I’ve wondered why God called me into ministry.  I’ve questioned my ability to lead others in ministry.  I’ve walked in the wilderness and wondered how God could work through this or that situation.  My Sabbatical gave me time to abide with God and get refreshed.  My Sabbath day provides me with little respites to connect with God.  My daily time of pray empowers me.  

Yet, I regularly need reminders from God that I’m loved.  That God has a purpose for my life and that the Lord has and will continue to use me and care for my needs.  I’ve seen the glory of God and will see it again.  Our heavenly Father desires that we spend time in worship, in prayer, and the stillness of each day.  The Lord will meet us here and there when we enter into his presence.  We shall not fear the power of God for we know the love of God.  God will abide with us, if we will abide with our Lord.  Then, the Lord will send us out in ministry to start again and again.  Jesus calls us to come in and be healed and then go out to serve the Lord with gladness and witness the glory of God. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen to God’s Holy Word, we seek the Spiritual ears to hear the Lord’s message to us in prayer…

Ever-faithful God, keep us faithful in times of adversity through your constant Holy Word. You have taught us that no matter what difficulties we may encounter, you are always with us. So fill our hearts with joy and thanksgiving as we absorb your Word today. You offer us salvation to all who will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 


1 Kings 19:11-18
Elijah Meets God at Horeb
18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 
John 17:20-26
20“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.23I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 22The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
26I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 
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