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I don’t like to owe anyone anything. If someone completes a job, I want to pay them immediately, or at least when the bill comes in. If I receive a product, as I did recently from my barber, I want to pay for it. I’ve been in to pay for it but she’s not quite sure how much is costs.  Dee tells me to come back and settle up later.  I’ve been in twice, not Wednesday, she told me I can pay for it when I come in for my next haircut.
I’m not always good at being debt free and the weight of owing on something nags at me. I keep forgetting to send a check to friend for a Christmas ornament they sent me from the church in Lowville three years ago. I finally sent that this week. I also remember a pledge I made 20 years ago that frequently leaves me feeling in debt even though the program ended in 1990 and I’m sure no one else remembers.  Over the years, I’ve given that $300 and more to mission projects, but I remember my failure.
The Apostle Paul encourages us to live debt free, spiritually debt free.  In Christ, we are to live with love for one another. This is our debt to God. As the Lord above loves us, we are to love others. The summary of the commandments are an expression of love for God and for our neighbors.  The Apostle understands that this is not easy. He seeks to love those who persecute him and Christ’s church. 

The overarching theme in Paul’s letter to the Roman Christians focuses on our spiritual condition. Our living sacrifice comes as we live out our faith in the world. We are indebted to Christ who died for our sins. Jesus died to atone for our sin out of love. In gratitude, for God’s love revealed in the cross and resurrection, Christians respond thankfully with our love. The Holy Spirit transforms our lives to reflect God’s love to others.
Jesus came fulfill the law of God. In Matthew, Jesus states in the beatitudes, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17) Through teaching and actions, Jesus demonstrated God’s love. He cared for those that society shunned. He healed the sick, the lame, and the broken hearted. Jesus forgave and gave second, third, and fourth chances. Jesus, though sinless, died for our sins so that we could be reconciled with a Holy God.
We owe Jesus a debt of thanks. We owe God our lives. We owe a great deal, some of us more than others. We are not perfect people. We are sinners, redeemed by Jesus Christ who died for the sins of the world. Jesus sacrificed for our benefit. We owe God for every blessing in our life. We owe everything we possess to giver of every good gift.  In James we find, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” (James 1:17)

I encourage you to take an inventory of your life. In one column list the debts you owe to our Loving Lord. Then balance in the credit column the ways you demonstrate God’s love by living for Christ. Allow the Holy Spirit to mold and shape your life so that you dispense Christian love to your neighbors through your personal mission and ministry and your support of the labor of love in Christ’s kingdom. Let us balance the columns so that we can be spiritually debt free until we give a full accounting to God as we enter our eternal retirement. Amen. 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Let us come together as God’s people confident in our salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. We gather to hear God's good news revealed in Scripture.  Let us pray...

As your new creation dawns around us we give thanks and praise to your glory as it is revealed. As we approach your Holy Word this morning, send your Spirit to reveal to us your truth. Guide us that we may see your glory, both in the world and in the people who surround us. Thank you, Lord Jesus! Amen.
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

Romans 13:8-14
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
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