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I want you to think about the last time you made a sacrifice. In baseball, a sacrifice is when a batter gets out while advancing the runner into scoring position. In the military, men and women sacrifice their time and talent to serve in war zones. In relationships, husband and wife sacrifice ones personal interest to benefit their relationship. Parents, sacrifice personal hobbies to allow their children to pursue their own. We make regular sacrifices just to get through the day. 

Some people are willing to sacrifice everything and others resist any kind of sacrifice. We see one symptom of the failure to sacrifice in our government officials who refuse to collaborate across the aisle. We see the break down of personal relationships when one or both parties refuse to sacrifice or it becomes one sided submission. Relationships require mutual sacrifice for the good of all.
Spiritually, we sacrifice during Lent when we give something up. August is the month that Muslims celebrate Ramadan and hold a daily fast during daylight hours. Sacrifice is an act of offering. In various cultures and religions, adherents respond with different offerings. During the Temple era, Jewish adherents offered animals, grain, and oil to the Lord God of Hosts. At the same time, Canaanites offered their first born child to appease their deity. In many pagan cultures surrounding the NT church, temple prostitutes received sex as an offering to the fertility gods. 
Jesus offered himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the world. Jesus' sacrifice ended the need for all kinds of idolatrous offerings. When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, we acknowledge our sinfulness and our need to change. We receive a gift of mercy from Almighty God and no longer fear our failures. We allow the Holy Spirit to enter our life and commence the process of transformation into a new life in Christ. We recognize the parts of our life that do not reflect the image of God in which we were created. Jesus sacrificed his life, that we may know a new life.

The Apostle Paul experience the wonderful grace of God and made a change in direction in his life. He once persecuted the church. He relied on his own power live by the law. Once he encountered the living Christ, Paul opened his life to the work of the Holy Spirit. He defended the church of Jesus Christ. He continued to rely on God's Spirit to live by grace. Paul submitted his own personal will to seek the guidance of Christ in all things.

The Apostle challenged the Christians in Rome respond to Christ's sacrificial gift on the cross with their bodies. He invited them to present their bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. Our spiritual  worship presents all that we have and all that we are to reflect the grace of God. Christian lives look very different from our world. We do not conform to political correctness but submit to a divine authority for righteousness. The Holy Spirit transforms our lives as our minds rethink the possibilities. 

When we seek first the mind of Christ and the Kingdom of God,  we begin to think differently. Our actions change and we live differently. We gather as the body of Christ, many members with various functions. To look at our life as part of Christ body, provides a new perspective on our work, our relationships, our recreation, and every moment of each day. Christ encourages us make a sacrifice. 

Our spiritual sacrifice requires us to submit to Christ with our all, mind, body, and soul to  further the work of Christ Kingdom. I invite you to offer a sacrifice of praise. Offer this day your gifts to Christ, time, talents, and treasure in response to the full measure of God's grace offered to you. In perfect submission of our personal interest, we will accomplish Christ's mission and ministry in Janesville. Together we can make a spiritual sacrifice that teaches, gives, leads, and cheerfully offers compassion to our community. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Let us come together as God’s people confident in our salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. We gather to hear God's good news revealed in Scripture.  Let us pray...

Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge, and open the eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of your Gospel. Instill in us, a reverence for Your commandments, so we may pursue a spiritual life, thinking and doing all those things that are pleasing to You. Christ our God, gives glory to the Father through the life giving Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

 FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

Romans 12:1-8

The New Life in Christ

12I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters,* by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual* worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world,* but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
*
3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
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SERMON 
“Spiritual Sacrifice”

SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES
1 Peter 2:5

Intro.
1. Sacrifice (thusia) - "The act of offering; then, objectively, that which is offered" (Vine). [Idolatrous - Acts 7:41; animals offered under the Law - Heb.10:1; of Christ - Eph. 5:2.]

2. Sacrifices have certain characteristics: Presentation (Lev. 1:3-5; Rom. 12:1); Personal (Lev. 1:2; Rom. 12:1); Value (2 Sam. 24:24); To be acceptable, must conform to God's wishes (Lev. 10:1-2; 1 Pet. 2:5).

3. 1 Pet. 2:5 - We have the spiritual obligation / privilege to present offerings / sacrifices to God & to be accepted!

I. THE BODY OF THE CHRISTIAN - Rom. 12:1.

A. Present Our Body To God To Accomplish His Will - 1 Cor. 6:13; Rom. 6:12-14; 1 Ths. 4:1-8.

1. Body to be a living, active instrument in God's service.

2. 1 Cor. 6:13 - Body is for the Lord.

3. Rom. 6:12-14 - Present (yield) bodies, not to lusts, but to God to do righteousness (cf. 1 Jno. 2:29).

4. 1 Ths. 4:1-8 - Our walk must abstain from sexual sin & defilement of the flesh (Rom. 13:13-14).

5. Applications:
a. Abstain from sinful uses of body: Drinking, dancing, fornication, lewdness, immodesty - 1 Pet. 4:3-4.

b. Practice: Service, love, speech, obedience to God.

6. Mk. 7:20-23 - Cleanse the heart - Use of body clean.

II. THE SACRIFICE OF FAITH - Phil. 2:17.

A. Our Faith Is A Presentation To God - Heb. 11:6 (cf. v. 4).

B. The Sacrifice Of Faith Is The Christian's Life (Conduct), Which Comes From Faith - Phil. 2:17.

1. 1:9-11 - The fruits of righteousness (love, spiritual discernment).

2. 1:27 - Unity of faith; Opposition to Satan.

3. 1:29-30 - Suffering for Christ (1 Pet. 4:16).

4. 2:12 - Working out salvation (bring it to completion).

5. 2:14-16 - W/o murmuring, hold forth word of life.

-Is our faith that which God will accept? (Jas. 2:14, 24, 26)

III. MATERIAL ASSISTANCE GIVEN TO OTHERS - Phil. 4:18.

A. Support Gospel Preachers In Their Work - 4:15-16.

B. Helping Needy Saints - 2 Cor. 9:12-15; 1 Jno. 3:16-17.

C. Sharing With Others (Meeting Their Needs) - Heb. 13:16.

IV. THE SACRIFICE OF PRAISE - Heb. 13:15.

A. God Is Praised When We Confess His Name In Our Lives - Mal. 1:11-12; Matt. 10:32-33.

B. Our Assembled Worship Provides Such An Opportunity - Heb. 10:24-25.

1. Neglect of worship is a refusal to offer the sacrifice of praise to God! - cf. Psa. 42:4

2. Worship is a seeking of God's favor - cf. Zech. 8:20-23.

C. Our Private Time Provides Such An Opportunity - Jas. 5:13; cf Acts 16:25.

Conclusion
1 Pet. 2:5 - For the Christian, every act of faith, every word of praise, every pure thought, every service rendered, every obedient act, is a spiritual sacrifice unto God (Rom. 12:1).

