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We received a rich inheritance from the early church. Disciples gathered together to share their homes, their life, and their faith. They devoted themselves to the teachings of the apostles on living Christ like lives. They fellowshipped with other believers, breaking bread together, and they prayed together. They cared and supported each other. Their Christian love became evident to others who were drawn in.  Everyone expressed awe at the palpable love for one another They also shared their faith, inviting others to come to know the love of Christ and receive the inheritance of eternal life. 
In contrast, Jesus told parables of people who live in a city but who did not express concern for others. The Judge and the Pharisee who held positions of respect in their communities did not uphold God's holy law. They knew the right answers but did not know how to life in the rich inheritance of Abraham. These leaders did not fear God or respect others. They represent those who hold their position over others.  They fail to love God and neighbor. Their actions underscore a self-righteousness attitude that is offensive to God. Unfortunately, they probably do not see it themselves.

The early church prayed for each other and for those who did not know Christ that the Holy Spirit might add to their number, those who are saved. They enjoyed one another's company and showed love and compassion to each and every one. They gladly spent time together in worship and praising God with their service. They promoted goodwill to all people. They welcomed new people to their fellowship. They spoke the truth in love.
Unfortunately, in the temple of Christ's parable, we do not experience peace and harmony. We see Pharisee Phil praying with arrogance. He stands by himself, he does not have friends. His personality keeps others at a distance. Even in his prayer, he points out the faults of others; the thieves, rogues, adulterers, and tax collectors. He toots his own horn; he fasts, worships, and serves in the mission field. He gives the full tithe of 10% of his income to the church, but his heart remains far away from the heart of God.

There are others like Phil in the temple too. Mechanical Molly also worships weekly, albeit out of obligation instead of devotion. There is an outward appearance of religion, but lacks the consuming passion for Christ. Molly does the bear minimum to give the impression she is a Christian, but does not have a relationship with Christ. She walks in and out of the temple like clock work. She is very comfortable with her religion, while the Holy Spirit works over time to break through the hardened exterior to bring about change.
Holy Hanna comes regularly to worship. She works on keeping the letter of the law but doesn't remember the reason behind it. Holly is holier than thou. She attempts to live a very structured life. She seeks to earn his way to heaven with good deeds. She lives in fear that God will not accept her gifts, her service, or her soul. Hanna has no confidence in her faith and this holds her back from truly living for Jesus. She is always doing instead of being in the presence of Christ.
Humble Howard stands off in a corner. He recognizes his need for a savior. He seeks God's mercy and forgiveness for his sins. He humbles himself in the presence of the Lord God Almighty and prays. He offers what he can. He would give you the shirt off his back. He seeks no recognition for himself but always gives thanks for God's grace. He simply offers his life to Christ. Howard loves God and his neighbors and serves them both with gladness. 

Meek Michele also comes to worship. She has a spring in her step, a song on her heart, and smile of her face. She is always seeking ways to help. Michele is grateful for God's grace. She knows that ALL her sins are forgiven. She lives in confidence of faith. She received the rich inheritance and serves with joy. Her relationship with Christ is strong and helped her through many situations. She desires for everyone to know the love of Christ and the rich reward of heaven. She gets to know everyone and waits for the Holy Spirit to provide opportunities to share her faith.
"All characters appearing in this work are fictitious. Any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental." Phil, Molly, Hanna, Howard, and Michele live in a parable world. Jesus told parables to help us see the realities if life. The first three fictitious characters are falsely pious. Jesus invites us to receive a rich inheritance of faith of an authentic piety. Piety being a total dedication of our life to God through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ as guided by the Holy Spirit. 

The ideal Christian life is concious and aware of our need for Jesus to mold and shape us more into the life of Howard and Michele. As faithful disciples, we devote ourselves to the teachings of Christ and join in the fellowship of others. We pray for the needs of the world, begining with our own need to be shaped with Christian character. With confidnece, we humbly acknowledge our sin and rejoice that the Lord can use us to love others. Amen 
THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Luke 12:1-14
The Parable regarding prayer
8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
 

14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 
Leader "May the Lord bless our understanding of this Holy Word."
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THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 2:36-47

Life among the Believers
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.41So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.  
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