Reclaiming God's Presence


Page 3

Are you ready to make a defense of your faith? Harold Camping had some explaining to do last week. The president of Family Radio Christian Radio predicted the rapture for last Saturday, May 21st. Last Sunday, he simply said he would not take interviews until he had thought about it. On Monday, he explained that it was a spiritual rapture and still predicted the end of the world for October 11th of this year. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_21st,_2011_doomsday_prediction

In the last couple of weeks, I answered more than one question regarding my thoughts on the latest doomsday prediction. My general response remains, we live as if Christ could come at any time. We are to be ready for eternity at any moment, even before this hour is done. The Apostle Peter believed that Christ would return at any time. He encouraged believers to trust in the power of God.  Christians should not live in fear. They are not to be intimidated by those who don't believe. We live ready to share the good news, to make a defense in what we believe.  Throughout the centuries, Christians proclaimed the Gospel.

It is not always easy to stand up for what you believe. There will be skeptics who challenge our faith. There may be friends who will question motives. One school playgrounds, children label another a chicken who is eager to do what is right or good. In boardrooms, Christian principles may be far and few with promotions withheld for good ethics. It can be easy to go along with the crowd and not make waves. 

But Jesus calls us to live a life of integrity. We a baptized into Christ Jesus to live with a good conscience. Jesus suffered for our sinfulness. Jesus endured ridicule and abuse out of love for us. Jesus gently stood firm in the presence of God, even when challenged.  Jesus knew the power of his heavenly Father to overcome the forces of evil in the world.
Peter encourage all Christians in their faith journey to remember that our Lord Jesus is always with us.  Our God patiently waits for us to approach his loving presence. We approach with reverence. We are invited to come without fear for God loves us. In the presence of God, we are not intimidated. We acknowledge our unrighteousness and our need for a Savior. We can see our disobedience, but do not tremble because God's love washes our sins away. We come to confess and clear our conscience of our failures. We enter the process of sanctification. We renew our commitment to doing good and living with good conduct.
I wonder if there is someone you who needs to know the loving presence of God. A person who lives in fear of God's punishment and resists approaching our Lord's loving presence. Peter encourages us to gently, reverently, and lovingly share the hope we received in our heart. We proclaim our faith when we share our eternal hope with others. Because Jesus lives in our hearts, we can witness to the love we experienced.
The Apostle Paul defend his faith in Athens. He gently took their understanding of an Unknown God and led them in the presence of a Loving God. He instructed them in the truth of the Gospel. He presented the power of God not the religion of human invention. Paul proclaimed the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. He began with God the Creator and described the mystery of the incarnation. He offered assurance of eternity for those who repent and believe.

I don't expect you all to get up and preach, but I believe the Apostle's call us to confidently share our faith with others. Theologian Paul Little wrote two books, Know What You Believe & Know Why You Believe. A day will come when God will judge the world and our righteousness. Jesus desires for us to be ready for that day with a clear conscience cleaned through the waters of baptism. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

God, source of all light, by your Word you give light to the soul. Pour out upon us the spirit of wisdom and understanding  that, being taught by you in Holy Scripture, our hearts and minds may be opened to know the things that pertain to life and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen..
THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 
    1 Peter 3:13-22

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,* and do not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence.* Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered* for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you* to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for* a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN # 338       “King of Kings"
THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Acts 17:22-31
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor* he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God* and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For “In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said,
“For we too are his offspring.”
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’
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