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Thursday’s paper had an article on the front of the sports page that caught my attention: “Rogers serves as mentor to new Eagle Starter.”  Aaron Rogers shared his story about following the legendary Brett Favre as Kevin Kolb follows Donovan McNabb at Philadelphia.  Kolb has Rogers on speed dial. They’ve talked several times even through the Eagles host Green Bay in the season opener today.  I find it interesting that they find their mutual story of the challenges in filling the big cleats of their predecessors.

I started a book this week by the Rev. Dr. R.T. Kendall who served as pastor of the Westminster Chapel in London, England for twenty-five years.  He followed several well known and much loved pastors, G. Campbell Morgan, and Martyn Lloyd-Jones.  Kendall had a big robe to fill has he climbed the pulpit.  Unlike, Kolb who frequently calls a colleague, Kendall weekly called on his predecessor Lloyd-Jones.  They discussed theology, ministry, and shared their lives for four years, until Lloyd-Jones entered his eternal rest.  Lloyd- Jones once told the younger Kendall that RT was the only man fifty-one years that the elder called “my minister.”  The mantle of pastor at Westminster was passed on from Lloyd-Jones to Kendall in 1976.
The story of Elijah who passed on the mantle of the position as prophet for Israel to Elisha was not an easy transition.  Elijah and Elisha had spent time together in ministry, traveling around Israel and serving the Lord together.  Elijah knew that his time had come to enter his eternal reward.  He was going to be taken up to heaven.  There was no flip flopping about retirement or who the prophet would play for this season, Elijah knew he was going to heaven.  

Elisha knew that his mentor, teacher, and friends would be leaving this earth.  Elisha did not want to miss even one moment with Elijah. Elisha went where ever Elijah went and waited.  Elisha watched.  Elisha learned the lessons of ministry by observing the master.  He wanted to be like his mentor and bring glory to God.  Elisha wanted to serve the Lord with devotion and gladness.  He wanted to receive the mantle of power and be touched by the grace of God.  

I want you to think about the mentors who you have watched and learned to be a faithful disciple of Christ.  I begin with my parents, people of faith.  My mom who taught Sunday School, served as an elder, represented our church at Presbytery and Synod meetings as a commissioner, who still bakes and cans for funeral luncheons and the Chicken BBQ.  My Dad led Bible Studies and served on a Presbytery committee.  He also invited the Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses into have a discussion about faith and the Bible from a Reformed Christian perspective.

I can list pastor like Steve Doughty, Linda Clements, John Martin, Barry Murr, Steve Krueger, Henry Fawcett, and Brad Longfield.  I can tells stories of faithful elders and deacons who serve Christ with their whole being.  These individuals have passed on the mantle of ministry to me, if not in whole in part.  I have learned from these encounters, they continue to prepare me to serve Christ through this church.
In this congregation, the shoes to fill are Rev. Sydney Francis.  I don’t know how well I’m doing, but I pray that God will use me to pass on the faith as I have received it to you.  Which brings me to a second thought, who do we mentor?  What ministry and theology do we pass on to those who observe our work for Christ?  I’ve told session before that their goal in a three year term is to learn their role, improve upon their role, and to mentor their successor.  Become a mentor or seek someone to be your mentor.  In different places, you can be in different rolls.  It is possible to learn from someone younger and pass on your love of Jesus.  To God be the glory in all we do in mission and ministry.  Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

O wonderful and loving God, you have given us such a treasure in your Holy Scripture. Send your Spirit to guide our understanding of your message of grace.  Help us to be good stewards of your blessings that we might faithfully pass your word to those who would come after us. In Christ we pray. Amen

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

2 Kings 2:1-18
Elijah Ascends to Heaven
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 
8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 
12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 



Elisha Succeeds Elijah
13He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.
18When they came back to him (he had remained at Jericho), he said to them, “Did I not say to you, Do not go?”17But when they urged him until he was ashamed, he said, “Send them.” So they sent fifty men who searched for three days but did not find him. 16They said to him, “See now, we have fifty strong men among your servants; please let them go and seek your master; it may be that the spirit of the LORD has caught him up and thrown him down on some mountain or into some valley.” He responded, “No, do not send them.” 15When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they declared, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 
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