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Jesus directed the eleven disciples to an overt operation. They were to go and make disciples of all nations. They went out openly without concealment to share the good news of the Gospel. Jesus directed them to go to the mountain in Galilee and gave them further instructions. He empowered them for ministry with all authority in heaven and on earth.  Jesus sent the eleven with a major mission and a promise to be with them wherever they went until the end of the age. 

For two thousand years, Christians of every time and place continue to go out on this overt operation to make disciples. We are a church of disciples because God used someone, somewhere, somehow to make us into a disciple of Jesus Christ. Someone went on an overt operation to share with us the grace, love, and forgiveness of God. It may have been a parent, a friend, a Sunday School teacher, or stranger. 

I believe that Jesus still sends us out on an overt operation to make disciples. A disciple is one who comes to learn from Jesus the way to live.  A disciple follows Jesus and learns from Christ's example. A disciple is born again by the Spirit of God as a new creation in Christ. A disciple loves God with their whole heart, mind, soul, and strength. A disciple submits to Christ's authority. A disciple enters the household of God as a child. A disciple receives training for service in Christ's kingdom. A disciples serves with gladness. A disciple shares their faith in Christ so others may receive the redeeming love of God through baptism.
Many Christians prefer covert operations. They like to remain in the shadows and do their ministry in secret. I'm reminded of a church that prepared Thanksgiving baskets for those trapped in poverty. The collected donations and filled boxes with turkey, dressing mix, boxed mashed potatoes, and apple pies. Then they took them their neighbors, knocking on the door, and retreating to their cars before anyone answered. The left no evidence that this was a mission of Christ's love. The people may have appreciated the food, but they did not learn of Christ's transforming love and power through this secret delivery.
The same congregation a few years later decided to provide luncheons to any family who requested their pastor for the funeral. In a couple of years, this overt operation yielded eight new baptized disciples as families joined the church and its ministry.  They learned of God's love and could identify with an act of Christian service during their time of grief. 

Jesus calls us to the mountain top of our faith. He requests each and every disciple to receive the great commission. Because all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Jesus Christ,  our Lord sends us to go out and make disciples of all nations. You may serve at breakfast club, or stocking shelves at ECHO, or FreedomFest or the National Night Out, but I encourage you to let friends, family, or strangers know that you serve the Risen Christ wherever you are serving. 

You may not be pouring water to baptize but your life can be a witness to others that they may want the joy Christ brings to your life. You can teach them the truth of God's commands and the love revealed in Jesus Christ. You can empower others with the gift of forgiveness. Be overt. Openly share that you love Jesus and know the love of God. Jesus will direct our ministry to bring glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As a disciple of Christ, believe that Jesus calls you to an overt operation of love. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen to God’s Holy Word, we seek the Spiritual ears to  hear the Lord’s message to us in prayer…

Triune God, you spoke, and your Word carved towering peaks and cascading streams; your breath stirred chaos, and stars glimmer in the long night, the sun trumpets new life —you are Creation’s Architect! Speak to us this day, the unending word creating in us a river of love and faith. Whisper your truth in our ears that we may receive hope for living as disciples of Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray through your Holy Spirit, one God, one faith, and one Holy Word of grace.  Amen. 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’*
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