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I don't what happened.  I don't know where my mind was last week when I put the bulletin together. Last Sunday, when the kids did not know what I was talking about in our time together. I was a week ahead of the curriculum. They had the rich fool last week when I used the Pharisee and the Publican, the bragger and the beggar. It makes more sense when I look at my sermon title for last week of "Rich Inheritance." This week the PresPulse says "Good Students" but your bulletin says "Living for God." It might have been a good switch so I was not preaching on the rich fool for Mother's Day. It's a better text for today as we have our stewardship conference after worship. 
The rich man was a fool, not because he was rich but his relationship with his possessions. He was greedy. He did not have enough space to store his harvest, so he tears down what he has and builds new. He plans to hoard his possessions so that he can live on easy street. The fool has no interest in sharing his abundance, he wants it all. He will keep it all himself. 
Our American society is full of rich fools who live for greedy instead of God. Jean gave me a heads up on an article of the Postal worker perks. The Federal government pays 100% of health insurance for 835 of its top employees. And beyond that, retired employees were hired as consultants at twice their former salary.  And the USPS wants rate increases because they are running in the red.  They want to decrease services and raise the expense we pay.  

http://www.postalnewsblog.com/2010/09/27/senator-collins-questions-unbelievable-perks-for-postal-executives/

In the past twenty years, salaries for professional athletes has sky rocketed. They now earn millions of dollars over lengthy contracts. http://msn.foxsports.com/mlb/lists/largest-contracts-in-sports-gallery#photo-title=Donovan%20McNabb%20 &photo=29768824

  Alex Rodriguez $275 million



  Derek Jeter $189 million 10 years
  Kobe Bryant $136.4 million



  Donovan McNabb $115 million
Another article expressed discuss over the lavish homes that the rich and famous live in that you and I could never afford.  Some owning several homes. How many homes does one person, or even family need. These rich fools spend their millions on themselves. They live for themselves. http://ezinearticles.com/?Luxury-Homes-of-the-Rich-and-Famous&id=3541511
I also found some very rich givers. These people see their wealth as a blessing and give to charity. David Green, the founder and CEO of Hobby Lobby built an empire of 335 stores employing 16,000. The business culture that exudes greed and the bottom line, Green promotes company wide ethics and Christian values. Green attributes the business success to God's blessing of his total dependency on God. http://christiannews.christianet.com/1096289115.htm

Lyda Hill the founder of Hill World Travel gives to medical and environmental issues through investments and donations. Nicolas Berggruen, "the homeless Billionaire" stays in hotels instead of owning a home so that he can give to charity.     http://www.observer.com/2010/wall-street/slideshow/meet-billionaire-givers
When we are living for God we place our trust in God who created the heavens and the earth and all that is in it. We find our riches in Christ and store up heavenly treasures. We are rich toward God when we have faith and hope in Christ for all eternity. Jesus invites us to genuinely love one another by sharing our life and resources to glorify God.  

As we come to the table today, we remember that Christ gave himself so that live for God. We are born anew by the living word of God. TGBTG. Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen to God’s Holy Word, we seek the Spiritual ears to  hear the Lord’s message to us in prayer…

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from your mouth. Make us hungry for this heavenly food, that it may nourish us today in the ways of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 


Luke 12:13-21
The Parable of the Rich Fool
13Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’ 16Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards God.’

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN #338
 “Kings of Kings”

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING


1 Peter 1:17-23

A Living Hope
17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth* so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply* from the heart. *23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.*
SERMON 
“Living for God”
