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The Prodigal Son remains one of the best known parables Jesus told. Even though, only the Gospel of Luke told the tale, many people know the story. Even those who have limited knowledge of the Bible know the Prodigal Son. It is the third parable in a series Jesus told about love and redemption. God searches for the lost and welcomes us home. Our Lord rejoices when we come to our senses and return home. God loves us even when we wander away and waits for us to come home.
The younger son begins in a tense relationship with his father. He expresses his displeasure with a request for his inheritance, before his father's death. The younger son rejects God's love. He refuses God's grace. He does exactly what he pleases. He takes his money, goes to a distant land,  and squanders his fortune in dissolute living. He scattered his riches without moral discipline. The Greek word, asotos, means prodigal or wild. A person who lives without limits.
We see prodigals in the news all the time.  Hollywood stars like Charlie Sheen and Lindsay Lohan. Sheen lives on the wild side, spending his millions on booze, drugs, and women he calls "goddess." Lohan also finds for DUI's and prison time for her extravagant behavior. 
I don't expect most of us have done jail time for our prodigal living, but we still wander away from God.  We spend our Father's resources on ourselves and our way of life. Every thing we possess comes to us as a gift from our God. The Psalmist tells us that everything in the world belongs to God our Creator.  Psalm 24, begins with "The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; 2for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers."

We are managers of God's resources.  The Prodigal son failed to be a good manager of God's resources. He spent them on himself and the things that brought him pleasure immediately. He spent it all, until there was nothing left to share with others. He spent his inheritance until he had to go work for a pig farmer. As a Jewish man, he despised working on a pig farm.  Pigs may be considered a clean animal because the defecate in the same corner to some.  Most people consider them dirty because the wallow in mud to keep cool. 

But to Jewish people, pigs were unclean animals, to be avoided. god directed the Hebrew people to abstain from their meat. Caring for pigs was an insulting job, for the son of wealthy land owner. He had reached the lowest low in his life. He had reached rock bottom. He was so hungry that he coveted the leftover carob pods that the farmer fed the pigs. He was malnourished both physically and spiritually. 

The young Prodigal wasted his fortune. He discovered that when he was no longer the life of the party, that no one cared. He wasted his relationship with his Heavenly Father. He discovered a loneliness that ached for love. He wasted his life seeking pleasure that did not last instead of a relationship with the Lord God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. He wandered away from the source of life and love.
The Gospel then tells us that he came to himself.  He wised up.  the Spirit of God reached down and lifted him up. He realized what he left behind.  He understood what he lost.  He recognized that he was lost and separated from the basic necessities of life.  He appreciated that his Father loved even the lowliest of hired servants and cared for them.



He decides to do something about his predicament. He heads home, with his head down and his tail between his legs. He is a broken man.  He humbly returns to his Father seeking food and shelter. He seeks to be cared for as a servant. He doesn't believe he deserves any more. He is ashamed of his actions and his despicable behavior.

When he returns home, he is welcomed. He gets lifted up.  The burden of sin is forgiven. The love of the Father is poured out. His Father goes out to greet him and brings him home with great celebration. The Father rejoices in the sinner who came home. The young Prodigal receives grace and their relationship is restored to wholeness.

You may remember your own waywardness.  You may still wonder if God would take you back for the prodigal living.  I assure you that Jesus forgives you all your sins. You do not have to hang your head. God loves you and welcomes you home.  Accept our Heavenly Father's love. Humble yourself, acknowledge your sin and accept the gift of God's unconditional love.

The elder son may have stayed home, but he also needs to accept God's love for his sin.  He rejects his brother. He resents God's grace poured out on a sinner. He looks down his nose at those people who smell like pigs and wallow in the mud. The elder son seeks rewards based on merit.  He seeks to earn God's love. He stayed home but is no closer in his relationship with the Father.  He does not understand God's love. The elder son is a prodigal in his arrogance.  The Father explains his love and grace. 

God welcomes us all, sinners who've wandered away from God's loving relationship to return home as stewards of the kingdom. TGBTG. Amen

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen approach the throne of wisdom, may the Holy Spirit give us ears to hear and eyes to see the grace of God as you join your hearts with mine in prayer…
Heavenly Father, through your Son, Jesus Christ, you welcome us to come home. Through our worship this day equip us to make others your friends also. We know it is your will that all human beings be reconciled to you through Jesus Christ. Help us, we pray, to be fitting messengers of that Good News. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

Luke 15:11-24
The Parable of the Prodigal and His Brother

11 Then Jesus* said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with* the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”* 22But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN #333 “Seek Ye First” (Verse 1)
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 


 Luke 15:25-32
25 ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” 31Then the father* said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’ 
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