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A friend told me once, that one needed to be over forty to read and appreciate the Apostle Paul's letter to the church in Rome. Paul provides a theological treatise to explain our salvation by grace through Jesus Christ our Lord. At times, Paul's explanations at times are difficult to follow as he uses typical Roman rhetoric to describe his faith. I still take a second look and read the thoughts slowly to follow Paul's thoughts.  Over the next few weeks, we will wrestle with passages from Romans.

In Rome, the institution of slavery flourished in Ancient times. Approximately 30% of the people in Rome were slaves. Conquered warriors became slaves when their lives were saved in battle. Poor people settled debts by offering themselves or family members as slaves to creditors. The legal system considered slaves as property owned by Roman citizens. Yet over time, slaves were entitled to file grievances against master's who mistreated them. An in a legal maneuver of manumission slaves could buy back their freedom for themselves and for their descendants. 

The slavery brings images of harsh treatment and abuse. We resist the thought of slavery having any redeeming value. Early Christians did not cringe at the institution of slavery but the harsh treatment and involuntary submission of slaves. They understood a God given dignity to all people and promoted fair treatment of all.  They encouraged owners to treat their slaves well.  They discouraged slaves from running away and assisted in their earning their freedom through manumission.
We resist the idea of slavery, yet in many ways we are slaves. We are slaves of our culture. We are slaves to our calendars going from one appointment to the next.  We are captive to our bank accounts oppressed by the lack of funds to purchased everything we want. Couch potatoes are trapped by the lure of electronics and unhealthy eating. The drive to succeed enslaves us in our work. Sin enslaves us and takes our attention away from our relationship with Christ. We obey our passions that injure our relationship with God.
Paul describes our sin as being a harsh task master enslaving our bodies. Paul focuses our attention on  the cultural image of slavery and the pagan style of life. He seeks to free us from it's strangle hold by committing our life to Christ. To be enslaved to God.

He then moves us through the legal process of manumission so as Christians we are free from the slavery to sin. In manumission, a slave pays the owner to release one from bondage. One process the freedom fee was paid to the priest in the temple of various gods. Another process allowed slaves to be free upon the death of their owner. 
If we our master sin is dead because Christ sets us free with forgiveness, then we can obey a new master, God. We do not abuse God's forgiveness through continuing to sin. We make new commitments to live as a new creation. We seek to serve a new master. We turn away from our past and serve God. We walk with a new master who empowers us to live freely. We can not serve two masters, we become enslaved to the power of love.  
God is a gracious and loving master, who does not demand obedience or punish us for disobedience.  The Lord our God paid the price for our freedom through dying on the cross. You have a choice to serve God with gladness or be enslaved by the sins of our past. Christians welcome Christ as our Master of our life. We are enslaved to serve a loving God. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen to God’s Holy Word, we seek the Spiritual ears to  hear the Lord’s message to us in prayer…

Draw near to us, Holy Spirit, as the Scriptures are read and the Word is proclaimed. Let the word of faith be on our lips and in our hearts, and let all other words slip away. Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. We know that you can, we pray that you will, and we wait with great anticipation. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 

Romans 6:11-19
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments* of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments* of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations.* For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

