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On the first day of the week, Mary did not know peace. Her world had been turned upside down. Her teacher and friend, Jesus had been crucified. It had been all so unfair. The empty tomb did not make any sense. She shared her bewilderment with Peter and John. They too did not know peace. They had walked beside Jesus for three years. They feared for their own life.  They had abandoned Jesus at the cross and hid for safety. The religious rules might want to kill them too.
Jesus entered their hiding place. He greeted them with peace. I imagine they jumped. They were surprised. They could not wrap their minds around the presence of Jesus. He showed him his wounds and eased their minds. He again proclaims peace to them.

We usually think of peace as the absence of hostility. Siblings getting along. Leaders of one country relate to the leaders in another harmoniously.  The Lion and the Lamb dwell together. Republicans and Democrats work together for the welfare of all.

Unfortunately, we live in a world that does not know peace. throughout the world the evening news describes the unrest in Libya, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Tunisia. Our military troops serve in wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The drug war in Mexico and Columbia reek havoc on those countries. The fires in Texas, hurricanes in NC, and tsunami in Japan upset the harmony with natural disasters. We see the devastating effects of divorce, abuse, and disease in families. There seems to be little peace in our world. Sin disrupts our lives and takes away our peace.
Jesus offers us a peace in spite of the turmoil that surrounds us. Jesus enters our personal turmoil and declares peace, a peace that surpasses human understanding. Jesus enters our lives with peace.  God's peace infuses our life inwardly, changing our outlook, and lifts us beyond our present circumstances. Jesus brings inward peace through the forgiveness of sins. God's peace does not take us out of the world but allows us to look beyond today into eternity. 

The peace of Jesus does not make sense to those living with a worldly perspective.  When we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior, we discover a peace the defies logic. We receive a gift of peace through faith in Jesus. We acknowledge the sin within that disturbs our peace. We achieve peace, but knowing God's love and forgiveness. God transforms our lives with a peaceful easy feeling. God releases us from sin's guilt and showers us with peace.
But the peace we feel can not be contained within us. Jesus sends the disciples out to share that peace with others. God, the Father, sent Jesus with a mission of peace through the forgiveness of sins.  Jesus sends the disciples out to share this peace.

Christians obtain peace when they accept Jesus and the forgiveness of their sins. Christ sends us out to perpetuate the gift of peace in our world. In the midst of all the turmoil that surrounds us, we can instill a blessing of peace.  On this Easter morning, accept the gift of God's peace. Open your hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit who will send you out to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. Go and share the Easter Peace by proclaim the gift of forgiveness to others. Amen.
