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As your pastor's discussed our Lenten theme, I interpreted our story of faith to an opportunity to share my favorite Biblical story. I a sense Matthew's description of the judgment of the nations to be an important Scripture that has influenced my faith and my ministry for many years. You might say this is a life verse for me. Currently, I've identified this text to be read at my funeral.  
The first time I really remember paying any attention to this story of faith, came in August at the St. Lawrence County Fair. I walked from the sheep barn to the fair office with my dad, the superintendent of the sheep show, to meet with the Fair Board president. I tagged along. Dad and Burt discussed the results of the show and the possibility of housing goats in the relatively new sheep barn.  Burt assured dad that we would keep the sheep separated from the goats, because that's what the Bible says. I was young enough that I did not ask why, until we walked back.

Dad told me about this story in Matthew's Gospel, when we returned home dad showed me the verses. Immediately, I realized that the story meant more than just keeping goats from the sheep at the fair. I also realize that Jesus calls us to be doing ministry. Christians are called to care for the least of these in the world. We invited to be God's hands and feet to feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, and visit the lonely. The final judgment will take note of the way we express our faith to the world. Christians care for those in need, even when they are. 
When we minister to the least of these, we are ministering to our Lord.  We honor Christ when we serve our neighbors. Even as a teenager, I took this verse to heart. I volunteered to serve at our church. We assembled and delivered food baskets at Thanksgiving and Easter. I went with my mother to visit Thelma Short, an elderly widow. I taught Sunday school to 3rd graders. I linked this story with the Epistle regarding our faith as an act of doing.

"But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith without works, and I by my works will show you my faith." James 2:18

As I continue to study this story of faith, I'm amazed at the new insights that the Holy Spirit continues to open for me. The sheep and the goats both realize that they are to serve Christ, but the goats wait to see Jesus before they serve. They are seeking an earthly reward.  The sheep on the other hand offer their gifts and services to all God's people. Leo Tolstoy wrote the story of Shoemaker Martin, who expects to meet the Lord.  As he is waiting he finds people in need and offers them the gifts for the Lord.  In the end, he discovers that in offering to God's people, the Lord received this blessing. Martin serve Christ by serving others.
Recently, I failed to do ministry to the least of these. Leroy regularly comes to our church for assistance.  While, I'm not always able to meet his monetary needs, I try. I became aware that he was going to the county jail for a couple of weeks. I promised, I would visit.  I forgot.  Out of sight and out of mind.  When I remembered he should have been released. I felt like a goat.
Helen was sheep. At 96, homebound with round the clock care, she did ministry. She called the lonely, sent cards expressing Christian love, and when she went to the hospital, she visited the infirmed. She lived her faith.
The list of ministry you can do is endless. You can't do it all. But we will be judged, when Jesus returns by the ways we show our faith to others. Christians do ministry. PERIOD. Goats watch others do ministry. Sheep care for the least of these. Amen.
