Dinner Guests

Page 2

I enjoy going to a good dinner party. Gathering with friends or family to eat good food and tell stories. Next week, many of us will gather with family to celebrate Easter.  The host will bring out the fine china, the favorite dishes will be prepared and we will gather to feast and socialize. We will eat our fill and rejoice. 
Jesus gathered at the table of a Pharisee. A curious invitation as many Pharisee resented Jesus. But Jesus received and responded to the invitation to break bread with a leader of the Jewish synagogue. The Pharisee wanted to understand Jesus' teachings.
Recently, eating out with friends and family, one may be a little cautious with the conversation. Emily Post warns that one should not talk about religion, politics, or money matters. I disagree. I think these are important discussions and aside from these conversations can be trivial. But we need to be cautious and respectful of other people's point of view. It's a hot topic to discuss politics in Wisconsin right now with a great divide between those who support Governor Walker and those who oppose his policies.
Jesus did not back away from discussing tense issues. This is the third challenge to the religious authorities, the social system, and people's perceptions. At this dinner party, Jesus healed a man with dropsy and asked the guest if it was lawful to heal on the Sabbath, leaving the Pharisee speechless unable to rebut Jesus' logic and theological point of view.  Jesus offered God's love and grace. 

Then, Jesus challenged the social system and people's perceptions. He warned the religious leaders and those who arrogantly assumed they should have a privileged position in God's Kingdom. Jesus challenged to those who expected to sit closer to the host in the place of honor. Jesus encouraged humility. He instructed the guest to sit far away from the place of honor. He warned them against sitting in a seat the host expected for another guest. It would be better for the host to ask you to move closer than to be asked to move farther away. 
Our lesson today begins with instructions to invite strangers to our dinner parties with no expectation they will return the favor. The social norm would be to invite friends and family. We might even hope they would invite us the next time. But Jesus encourages us to reach out to the poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind. He attaches an eternal reward for our faithful response to those abandoned by society. 

Our Christian faith calls us to reach out to those outside these church walls. I've been reading a book by Dan Kimball, entitled They Like Jesus but not the Church. Kimball, a pastor in CA, escaped his office to reach out to the twenty to thirty year olds, who respect Jesus but don't attend a church. They know Jesus as a loving, caring, and wise teacher, but feel that organized religion lacks God's love. They claim to be "spiritual but not religious." 

Kimball begins with befriending the people he meets in coffee shops. He engages them in conversation.  He learns their point of view.  He dines with them and listens to their hurt and offers compassion. He hears how a pastor or another Christian offended them. He pays attention to their complaints about how a worship service did not connect with their spiritual longings. Kimball uses his ears to hear and his eyes to see God's movement in their lives. In becoming a friend with these strangers, he gets the opportunity to share his faith. He sometimes apologizes for the failure of Christians and the Christian church to be like the Jesus they respect. He eventually, invites them to worship.  Some accept his invitation to dine with Jesus, while others continue on their journey alone.

As we receive our invitation from Jesus to dine at the Lord's Table today, I encourage you to think where the streets, roads, and lanes you can go to meet guest for God's banquet. This is the Lord's Table.  The Lord invited the religious to come, but they came up with excuses. They could not see or hear Jesus invitation to live in God's grace. They would consumed by their person affairs and refused to come to God's feast. Jesus sends us out to invite others to come and love Jesus. God calls us to love them and share this feast. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Join with me in an attitude of gratefulness as we approach the glory of god revealed in this Holy Word. We seek divine wisdom and understanding as we pray...

Lord, we praise you. We enter into the gates of your church. We recognize you as Lord and bow our knee before Jesus. Strengthen us in our worship and challenge us to go forth into the world, through your Holy Word. Blessed are all who come in the name of the Lord to hear these precious words of grace. We give thanks to you, for your steadfast love endures forever. These things we pray in praise of your glory.  Amen. 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 


Luke 14:12-24

The Parable of the Great Dinner

He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’ 

15One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, ‘Blessed is anyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!’ 16Then Jesus* said to him, ‘Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. 17At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, “Come; for everything is ready now.” 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my apologies.” 19Another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my apologies.” 20Another said, “I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.” 21So the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, “Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.” 22And the slave said, “Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.” 23Then the master said to the slave, “Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you,* none of those who were invited will taste my dinner.” ’ 

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN ##91  “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty" (verse 1 &2)
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 21:1-11
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

21When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.*’ 4This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
5 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming 

to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey.’ 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd* spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ 11The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 

