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The widow finds herself in a very precarious position.  She is in debt. The creditors come knocking on her door. She feels harassed and fears that the creditors will take her two sons into slavery to settle the debt.  Slavery was a common practice for paying off debts in Biblical times.  Poor people who could not pay the debt could offer their children as slaves until the debt was paid.  Unfortunately, crooked creditors would never be satisfied.  Although, in Deuteronomy 15, God limited the creditor to seven years of service then the slaves were to be set free.  Except, as additional debt accrued, the creditor might require another seven years of slavery. 

In those days, men worked to support their family, women did not.  Widows relied on their relatives especially children to support them.  They did not have a Social Security system.  This widow’s children were too young to work to pay off the debt, but as slaves they would earn their keep for their master but provide little in support of their mother. It created an endless cycle of poverty.  The widow turns to the “Man of God,” Elisha for a miracle.  Her husband served as a prophet and cried out to Elisha for help.
This is the first of four miracles that God used Elisha to perform.  God displays tenderness and care for those faithfully worship the Lord.  This miracle provides an abundance of resources for the widow.  The other three miracles in this chapter consist of the raising of the dead son (4:32-37), purifying the poisonous food (4:38-41), and providing provisions for 100 men (4:42-44). Its important to note that God’s compassion is evident in the Old Testament as well.  Elisha is a servant of the Lord who provides for the needs of the faithful with their meager offerings.

Elisha begins with the women’s simple flask of olive oil. It hardly was enough for the daily tasks of light, fuel, or food.  It soon would be gone.  If her children were taken away, she’d have nothing at all.  Elisha instructs her to collect all the empty jars and vessels used by her neighbors and friends.  Olive oil was used in every home.  They need to go seek assistant from others, even when they didn’t know how their offering would help this widow, their neighbor.  God used the ordinary care and concern of friends to make this miracle not only care for the immediate need but for security into the future as well.
The widow is blessed because she had friends and caring neighbors.  The woman is blessed because her sons are able to help her.  She is blessed because she relies on the Lord God Almighty to provide for her every need.  God watches how we care for the widows and orphans as a demonstration of our love and faithfulness.
We are in a difficult economic time. Many widows experience the loss of pension and Social Security income when their spouse dies. Children are enslaved to their own debt and unable to be supportive financially, even in their mother would accept the assistance.  Elisha took the meager offering and multiplied the gift for a community and the future.  
That is what happens with our meager gifts.  When we use our gifts for God’s glory, they are multiplied.  We do not need to be a multi-talent individual for Jesus to use us in ministry.  God takes a simple raw talents and uses us in service to our faith community.  Most of our elders feel inadequate to fulfill their role as a spiritual leader of our congregation.  They merely agree to serve and God uses them beyond their expectations.  I’m amazed that last year, even with the economic down turn your financial pledges to the church increased by almost $8,000.  With our average attendance of 65, we gave about the same amount as when we regularly worshiped with 85. 
God continues to bless this congregation and the faithful gifts that are offered out of love for our neighbors and friends. God promises to bless us as we bless others.  We give to the ministry of Jesus Christ not because we are expecting something for ourselves, but because we trust God will use our gifts to bless others. Making a pledge helps us to make a commitment to God that challenges our earthly understanding and place our trust in God.  We are entering a partnership with God to bless our community through the ministry of this church.  Stewardship is an act of discipleship.
So I ask you to be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ, giving of yourself, your finances and your time to serve our Lord.  Give generously, knowing that the Lord will bless and multiply the gift.  In Ephesians 3 hear the concluding thought by the Apostle Paul, “20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
To God be the glory through your gifts.  Amen.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we listen to God’s Holy Word, we seek the Spiritual ears to hear the Lord’s message to us in prayer…

Almighty God, make us loyal followers of our living Lord. Knowing the cost of being a disciple of Jesus, may we always obey his commands and demonstrate his Spirit of love and forgiveness in all that we say and do. Encourage us with this Your Holy Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING– 


2 Kings 4:1-7
Elisha and the Widow’s Oil
1Now the wife of a member of the company of prophets cried to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead; and you know that your servant feared the LORD, but a creditor has come to take my two children as slaves.” 7She came and told the man of God, and he said, “Go sell the oil and pay your debts, and you and your children can live on the rest.”6When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.” But he said to her, “There are no more.” Then the oil stopped flowing. 5So she left him and shut the door behind her and her children; they kept bringing vessels to her, and she kept pouring. 4Then go in, and shut the door behind you and your children, and start pouring into all these vessels; when each is full, set it aside.” 3He said, “Go outside, borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty vessels and not just a few. 2Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” She answered, “Your servant has nothing in the house, except a jar of oil.” 
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