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"It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood, a beautiful day for a neighbor, would you be mine? Could you be mine?" With these lyrics the Rev. Fred Rogers began each episode of Mr. Rogers' Neighborhood. I remember watching the program as a child and did not know the Mr. Rogers was an ordained Presbyterian minister. His television program, helped children of all ages learn to live in community. He shared the gracious gift of love, respect, and being neighborly. (http://pbskids.org/rogers/songLyricsWontYouBeMyNeighbor.html)  
According to Lady Bird Johnson, "While the spirit of neighborliness was important on the frontier because neighbors were so few, it is even more important now because our neighbors are so many." (http://cooperator.com/articles/1560/1/The-Spirit-of-Being-Neighborly/Page1.html)
Just living in the same neighborhood does not make one neighborly. Meredith Wilson penned the lyrics to The Music Man where in Iowa, "We can stand touching noses for a week at a time and never see - eye to eye." (http://www.songlyrics.com/willson-meredith/iowa-stubborn-lyrics/)

Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan in response to the question, "And who is my neighbor?" One would expect that the priest and the Levi, who walked by the man would be good neighbors. We suppose that the man was a Jew and we expect those who know the treasure of eternal life to extend neighborly care to all God's creatures. We expect compassion and gentleness to the injured man regardless of his social economic status, his race, and his cultural standing.
Yet the ones entrusted with God's law to love God and neighbor walk around the man.  They passed by on the other side.  They do not want to get involved.  They do ignore the moans and cries a person in need. They act as an innocent bystander with more important matters. They would rather remain ritually clean instead of exerting their all.  They can give the right answer, but unable to live out their faith. And Jesus wants the lawyer to know that we must live our faith to inherit eternal life. We love God and neighbor when we do care for others.
On the other hand, the Jewish audience would not anticipate a Samaritan to show kindness to the man. While the Samaritans lived as northern neighbors to the Jews, they resented each other. The Samaritans held to pre-exilic worship of the God of Abraham. They preserved the historic Torah in the Land of Israel while the majority were taken to Babylon. They inter-married with the conquerors. Their ethnic culture and religious practice while similar, separated them from their Jewish neighbors in Israel. Both groups claimed to be to worship God in truth. The last person on earth to help a Jew would be a Samaritan. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritan)

The Good Samaritan becomes a neighbor to the man in need.  He looks beyond the skin color, the language barrier, and their political differences to see a human being. He tends to his wounds. He nurses the man to health. He takes him to safety in an Inn. He allows the man dignity and peace to heal. The Samaritan spends his money so that the man does not have to worry. He is neighborly without being nosey. He cares without hovering. The Samaritan does not expect anything in return for his gift. He doesn't even wait around for a thank you.
The Samaritan is so counter cultural.  He loves God and neighbor by demonstrating God's mercy. He puts his faith into action. He believes in the rewards of God, even though he has not seen Jesus. The Good Samaritan is a sign of God's grace in our midst. People today who help those in need regardless of their relationship are called Good Samaritans. Samaritans acts as neighbors without expectation of any earthly reward. 
Jesus calls us to be neighborly to everyone "It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood, a beautiful day for a neighbor, would you be mine? Could you be mine?" Alleluia! Amen. 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

As we approach the Scripture this morning, we seek the Holy Spirit to illumine our understanding of God's Word to us. Join your hearts and minds in prayer....

Gracious Lord, like the disciples, we come to the word with many questions. Like the Pharisees, we can be captivated by correctness, intent on right answers. As we turn to your word, Spirit of God, do not let our desire for information dominate our need for transformation. Let us hear the word and be moved to greater faith and obedience. Amen.
THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Luke 10:25-37
The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.* ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ 26He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ 27He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’ 28And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.’

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 30Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii,* gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ 37He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’

Leader "May the Lord bless our understanding of this Holy Word."

TIME WITH GOD’S CHILDREN #106 “Alleluia, Alleluia!”  (refrain)
THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON 
John 20:19-31
Jesus Appears to the Disciples
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin*), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 27Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 29Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.31But these are written so that you may come to believe* that Jesus is the Messiah,* the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

MEDITATION 

“Being Neighborly”

http://www.lifescript.com/Life/Relationships/Also-in-relationships/Being_Neighborly_Without_Being_Nosy.aspx
Being Neighborly Without Being Nosy By Rose Alexander  Published May 03, 2007
Being neighborly can mean different things to different people. Each of us may have an individualized notion of the ideal residents in our community, and these ideas can vary pretty widely. Some people work at being neighborly, while others just make a habit of being nosy. Neighbors come in all sizes, shapes, and styles. Some keep a close eye on everyone’s comings and goings, while others remain recluses inside their unwelcoming homes. You might have someone living beside you that continually runs in and out of your life, like some of those pesky but humorous supporting characters in the sitcoms. Depending on your personal preferences, being neighborly might mean staying invisible except for a quick wave while getting the mail. Or you might think of someone being a good neighbor when he or she is available to help out with any unexpected need, whether it is to lend an egg or give your child a ride to soccer practice when your car won’t start.

Turning the tables, what kind of neighbor are you? Do you mind your own business and leave everyone alone, or do you make a point of chatting over lawn work and returning a stray pet that gets loose? Are you one of those people who organize neighborhood yard sales, or do you keep to yourself to the point of no one knowing your name? Whatever your view is of being neighborly, it might be a good idea
The Spirit of Being Neighborly

Building Community in an Urban Setting 



By Lisa Iannucci 
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Lady Bird Johnson once said, "While the spirit of neighborliness was important on the frontier because neighbors were so few, it is even more important now because our neighbors are so many." 

The first lady of the United States (1963-1969) had the right idea, but in a sprawling urban environment like New York City, people can feel isolated even though high-rise residential buildings put many people and families in very close proximity to one another. Living cheek-by-jowl doesn't automatically turn a group of people into a community—sometimes it even has the opposite effect. Lives are busy and schedules hectic, and the last thing many people want to do when they're at home is socialize with their neighbors. 

However, building a sense of community is valuable for the residents—it creates a network of communication and support among building residents, and ultimately improves the quality of life within the building community. 

"The importance of community spirit in an urban setting cannot be underestimated," says Jonathan Klein, president of Wentworth Property Management in Brooklyn. "If residents and shareholders do not feel a sense of community spirit, this can create an atmosphere where residents can feel disenfranchised and powerless. A positive community spirit creates a sense of neighborhood, accountability and an outlet to voice wants and needs within the community." 

That value extends beyond the residents too and helps to improve the reputation and quality of the building, says Steve Kass, president of the Nanuet, New York-based American Leisure Corporation, a company that, among other things, creates events for building residents to enjoy. 

"If you didn't (have a sense of community spirit) it wouldn't be detrimental, but the potential of creating this atmosphere gives greater value to the building and it becomes a place people want to live," says Kass. 
It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood,
A beautiful day for a neighbor,
Would you be mine? Could you be mine?

It’s a neighborly day in this beautywood, 
A neighborly day for a beauty,
Would you be mine? Could you be mine?

I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you,
I’ve always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you.

So let’s make the most of this beautiful day,
Since we’re together, we might as well say,
Would you be mine? Could you be mine? 
Won’t you be my neighbor?

Won’t you please, won’t you please, 
Please won’t you be my neighbor?

