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We are about to gather around the table.  A simple act, we've done before. We gather around a table to eat, even in our fast paced society we stop from time to time to eat a meal at a table with family and friends. Yet, this night and this table are very special indeed. I've brought a few tables that are special to me.

The first table reminds me of my grandmother, Laura Jones. She died in January of 1986 just before her 99th birthday. The table became mine in 1972 when she went to a rest home and eventually a nursing home. Unfortunately, on the trip from her house to mine a stove fell on it and broke it. My grandmother was a women of faith.  She loved the Lord and shared his grace with us. It's a simple night stand with special memories.
The second table reminds me of my mother, Wanda Jones. She is alive and well in living in Madrid, NY. I don't what year, but she made this table. My mom is very talented with tools, with needle and thread, and in the kitchen. This table served as a TV stand for twenty years and now we use it as a kids table for games. I've repaired this table, and give thanks for the simple things in life.
The third table reminds me of eating. I have a leaf from our dining room table. We put in the extra leaves when we have company. It usually means a special meal, and that my wife, Krista is cooking.  She cooks when we have company.  The larger dining room table represents a celebration. We gather with family to celebrate birthdays and holidays. We gather with friends to celebrate too. We praise God for our relationships with family and friends.
The fourth table, the Lord's Table reminds us of special memories of another kind. Jesus gathered at this table with his friends to celebrate the Passover.  They gathered to remember the mighty acts of God throughout the history of the Hebrew people. They gathered to remember the Exodus. Their ancestors escaped bondage when the Spirit of God passed over the land of Egypt.  With the blood of the lamb on their door post, their first born sons were spared.
As they gathered, Jesus demonstrates God's love in action as he washed the disciple's feet.  He serves their needs and encourages them to do likewise. They are to wash one another's feet. They are to serve the needs of others. We continue in these acts of service to our family and friends. We gather to meet one another's needs.  We gather as brothers and sisters blessed as we serve each other.

Jesus then takes every thing one step further. He gives them a new commandment to love one another. The disciples would need to love one another and support each other in the events that were about to take place. Jesus was going to the cross.  Jesus would complete his earthly ministry.  Jesus would leave his friends and they would need to love each other. 

They may not agree with each other, but they need to love each other. They would need to express that love in forgiving each other when a brother or sister sinned. In showing Christina love to our brothers and sisters we witness to the mighty acts of God in our life.  We tell the world that Jesus Christ lives in our hearts. As we come to the Lord's table tonight, remember God's gift to you in Jesus Christ.   Amen 
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What Was on the Menu at the Last Supper?

April 20, 2011 at 9:00PM by Justine Sterling | 3 Comments 

While many look forward to Easter Sunday and observe Good Friday, Holy Thursday (or Maundy Thursday) is an equally important date. It commemorates the day Jesus and his Apostles are said to have sat down to the Last Supper. The bible discusses what happened during this dinner at length but the answer one question remains uncertain: What exactly did Jesus and his twelve dining companions eat during this historical occasion?

Unfortunately, there's no definitive answer. However, likely menu items can be gleaned from historical and even artistic record. Scripture, of course, gives us the first clue: Bread and wine were present at the Last Supper. Jesus is said to have passed both around the table, telling his Apostles that the bread was his body and the wine was his blood. This is the scriptural origin of communion.

Jesus also instructs the Apostles to make preparations for the Passover, including sacrificing and preparing the Passover Lamb. But was lamb indeed on the menu? It's up for debate. As explained in this Slate article, some biblical scholars believe that the "lamb" is actually a symbol for Jesus, who the next day would become the sacrificial "Lamb of God." (It should also be noted that lamb and any other meat was food for the rich, which Jesus and his disciples were not.) According to a piece in the Biblical Archaeology Review, while there were many parallels to a typical Seder, the meal also simply had many characteristics of a typical Jewish meal. Pope Benedict XV agrees. As reported by Asia News, in 2007 he announced that Jesus celebrated the Passover sans lamb. He theorized that the Last Supper took place before the ritual sacrifice of the lambs and therefore Jesus himself became the lamb to be sacrificed.

More from MSN: Did Jesus Eat an Early Last Supper?
So if this is the case, what could have been part of the menu? For that we can look to what was typically eaten in mid-spring Israel. Back to the bible! In Deuteronomy, it is written that "the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity." Out of these items - all native to the region in which Jesus would have been living - what could have been on the table? Wheat and barley might have been on the table, depending on the harvest from the year before (the grains would not have been ready to harvest at the time of the Last Supper, so any grain present would have had to last through the winter). Grapes were also not yet in season, but wine was present. Figs could have been eaten dried. Pomegranates, though, are a fall fruit and therefore would not likely have been present. However, olive oil and honey would have been at the ready.

