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Last month, as our Presbytery Rev. Godfried Ollennu, a pastor  from Ghana we discussed many things on our two hour trip to Dubuque, IA. One of the things that amazed him was the difference in our educational systems.  In America, our seminaries teach students to think theologically. In Ghana, the teachers pass on what they have received. The Apostle passed on to the church in Corinth what he had received from the Lord. The institution of the Lord’s Supper is passed on through the generations an expression of God’s grace.
The Hebrew people gathered each year to celebrate and remember the first Passover.  The institution of a meal to remember God’s grace and power in their Exodus from Egypt.  Each family and faith community gathered to remember God’s protection from the final death plague.  They remembered God’s protection through the 40 years in the wilderness.  They remembered and gave thanks to the Lord God Almighty for their special status as the Children of God.  They rejoiced in God’s continued blessing in their lives.
On this World Communion Sunday we gather to remember God’s mighty acts throughout history.  We remember God’s gift of the Lord’s Supper which we share in common with Christians throughout the world. While not every Christian Church gathers on this Sunday for Communion, we share a common bond with all Christians in every time and place who trust in the Lord.  We celebrate this sacramental gift to the Christian community. We remember that we share in One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, and One Holy Table.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is a gift of God’s grace to the Christian Community.  It may be called the Eucharist comes form the Greek and means “Thanksgiving.”  We give thanks to our God for the sacrifice of love expressed on the cross. Communion commemorates the Last Supper Christ shared with his disciples.  
At this Passover meal, Jesus took the bread and the wine and gave these symbols new meaning. The unleavened bread made in haste as the Israelites exited the bonds of slavery became the body of Christ offered on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. The wine offered as a symbol of God’s bountiful blessing becomes the cup of the new covenant God makes with us. The sacrifice of Christ eliminates the requirement for us to offer a sacrifice to God.  The new covenant only asks for our sacrifice of praise for God’s interaction in our life.  The Lord our God continues to bless us.
We honor Jesus when we remember, proclaim, and celebrate his ministry, death, and resurrection.  God calls us to continue the mission as we hear God’s word, accept God’s grace, and serve our Lord.  At the Last Supper, Jesus told the disciples to remember.

26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 29I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”28for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
We remember the sacrifice of his body and blood in the bread and the cup.  The sins or the world broke his body like the disciples tore a hunk of break off the loaf.  We remember at the table the ultimate gift of God’s love for us.  We need no other sacrifice than to give thanks for God’s forgiveness.  God loves us unconditionally.  Jesus invites us to the table of remembrance to remember Christ’s sacrificial love.   Amen.
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